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         ADM. FOX:  Good afternoon and al As-salaam aleikum.  I must begin today by congratulating Iraqi's national soccer team on winning the Asia Cup yesterday.  It was an extremely exciting game and there's just nothing like a great sporting event to bring people together from all walks of life and the team represented Iraq with distinction and honor- inspiring all by their unity, team work, dedication and athletic ability.  And we solute them on their tremendous achievement.  

         The multinational force offensive operations continue with increasing evidence that the surge is pressuring terrorists, keeping them off balance and eliminating safe havens.  

         We've established a degree of tactical momentum and will continue to build on that momentum.  We continue to pressure former sanctuaries in the Baghdad belts around Ramadi and in and around Baqoubah denying al-Qaeda of Iraqi freedom of movement and disrupting extremists secret cells while increasing the confidence of the local citizens in the coalition and Iraqi security force.

         Let me summarize some recent activities.  The number of weapons caches found and cleared continues to grow.  In the last week, coalition and Iraqi security forces seized more than 120 weapons caches.  We have seized more weapons caches in the first six months of this year than all of last year combined.  A noteworthy part of last week's total, Iraqi security forces conducted a raid in An Nasariyah last Tuesday seizing a cache that include 42 improvised explosive devices each weighing approximately 15 kilograms.  They also seized approximately 400 rockets of various calibers, 70 mortar rounds and 11 heavy machine guns.  

         Many of the weapons caches were discovered based on leads and tips received from Iraqi citizens.  Last month alone, there were some 23,000 tips four times the number of tips from this time a year ago.  The pace and number of weapons caches seized reflects the pressure being applied by the surge operations.  

         Nevertheless, the enemy retains the capability to launch spectacular attacks as we have seen with tragic results for innocent Iraqi citizens.  Weapons seizures are but one of several trends emerging in Iraq.  Most noteworthy being the Iraqi people themselves turning against violence.  

         On July 7th, in Anbar Province, 100 sheiks, 400 religious political and leaders met in Ramadi for a conference called "The promise of the People".  The Ramadi covenant, a solemn agreement between tribes and most importantly between the tribes and the government of Iraq is a clear sign that the people of Iraq are rejecting the hatred, violence, sectarianism, and Taliban like state offered by al-Qaeda.  

On July 14th, in Baqoubah, 52 tribal leaders met at the governor's house to discuss security, services, and pledged to work together in the Mukmahydia Tribal Conference.  

         On July 16th, in Taji, Sunnis and Shia sheiks pledged unity to one another to stop the sectarian attacks, each signing a map next to their village as tangible sign of their commitment.

         And on July 23rd, in Khalis, 16 local sheiks and tribal leaders pledged on behalf of some 75 sheiks to work to end the violence.  

         There are many elements of coalition operations that we sometimes might overlook but are still essential.  We're going to focus on the use of aircraft in support of the multinational force mission today.  I'm joined this afternoon by Major General Dave Edgington, US Air Force, the Director of the air component coordination element for Multinational Force Iraq.  He serves as the coordinator and liaison between the Combined Forces Air Component commander and the commanding general of the Multinational Force Iraq.  He is responsible for ensuring the synchronization of all air component assets into multinational force combat operation.  Welcome.  Over to you.

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Thanks Admiral.  First of all I would like to echo Admiral Fox's comments of congratulations to the nation of Iraqi and the soccer team.  A hard earned victory and all of us in the coalition are very, very happy to see the pride that the nation of Iraq can demonstrate in this symbol of winning the Asian Cup.  

         Again, as the Admiral pointed out, my purpose today is to layout for your airpower's role in the surge operation that is going on right now.  I think you're all aware of the fact that we have a twenty-four hour a day, seven day a week coverage over the country that our purpose is to integrate our forces with the ground forces to synchronize the effects that we are able to bring to the battle in support of the coalition forces.  And we do that through a fusion of intelligence sources and a lot of the airborne sensors that we have to bring all of this together to demonstrate the required force that's necessary.

         Now first off, I would like to talk about the airpower contribution.  I don't wanna miss an often overlooked aspect of this and that's the mobility command's role in this conflict.  We have uh, it takes an awful lot fuel to keep the 24 hour a day presence with the aircraft overhead and just from the air refueling aspect we have about 50 sorties a day, and this covers the entire theater.  So we're talking about both Iraq and Afghanistan.  50 sorties a day of air refuelers that pump just short of 3 million pounds of fuel into the aircraft to keep this presence available.  

         From the mobility side, further from the mobility, is the airlift.  The coalition forces fly about 200 sorties a day in support of the mission over here and of those 200 sorties we are carrying about 2,000 passengers a day.  Those passengers go from carrying our soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines through the different posting throughout theater, taking them on their R and R leave breaks.  Also included in those sorties are the medivac for our injured soldiers to get them to the appropriate care facilities as well as transporting detainees for the appropriate detention centers as we collect them and need to put them into those facilities.  The amount of cargo that we lift around the theater here actually precludes 160 trucks from being on the roads everyday.  And I think you're all aware of the threat posed to those transporters that are on the roads.  So taking 160 trucks off a day is a huge amount of effort in behalf of the airlifters.  So, they provide the foundation for air. 

         But what most people are aware of on the air is the effects that we bring that are required based on what is necessary for the synchronization with the ground forces when we are engaging the enemy.  And that's what I've got some film to be able to show you today.  So if you'll allow me to stand and give you some of the demonstrations.  I've got several videos for you today that will all be available for you afterwards.  And the first one that I'd like to show- I'm gonna go through some sections.  One of the sections that you all are aware of, the most spectacular attacks that are causing the devastation to the Iraqi people is the VBIEDs.  The IEDs that are borne by vehicles and some might wonder if we're having any impact on these.  Well we can take this fusion of intelligence and sometimes do what we call a forensic analysis to track back to the factories that develop these VBIEDs.  And the first slide.  If we can show this up.  The first video I have for you is a factor that we've actually determined to be a VBIED factory.  This was just last week, the 26th of July and this one is in Baghdad, south of Baghdad and you can see from the size of the explosion and a couple of secondaries there.  You just see the secondary explosion happening that we've taken out of factory.  Now there is no way to tell how many vehicles were in this factory after we had destroyed it.  But certainly whatever was still in that factory is no longer capable of causing the devastation that these vehicles cause.  So, we will continue to prosecute those at every opportunity.

         The next video I'd like to show for you.  This one before we run it.  If we can pause this one.

         This is actually a van.  This is a van that was caught in placing an IED and our forces on the ground marked the location of one of these explosive devices being planted next to a road but instead of engaging the crew there, we had time.  We decided to mark where that was so that ground forces could take care of the IED and then we traced this van back to what he considered his safe house at this point. This is probably a place that is in, as this scenario develops, probably a place where they have other IEDs but we elected to engage this because of he has brought back and the team is still in that van.

         Go ahead and run it.  And so as you see, this van with the houses or the areas around here, which will most probably also have explosives.  And you can see the nature of the fire, the heat, the explosion there.  You can just tell the amount of explosive there which is way above what a 500 pound bomb will engage.  This bomb is off of an F16.  Even fire on the side that resides after the predominance of the explosion is taken care of.  So clearly there we've had an impact on those folks that were planning that IED.

         The next two videos I've got for you.  We go ahead to the next one.  Is an IED team.  And this one was in a neighboring village.  We saw the team implanting the IED and they got into this van.  We elected not to engage them there because of the potential for collateral damage.  We followed them into this village, a lot more open area.  They parked by this little gate here and so it's a static target and at this point we do elect to engage this target.  Again, we maintain positive ID from watching them implant the IED so we know the identification is such that these are bad guys and you'll see us take this car and the people in that were planting that IED out in that explosion.

         And the next one, um, is just north of- this one was just north of Basra.  The next one is east of Najaf.  We'll go ahead and get that one cued up.  This one, the explosion happens pretty quickly but you'll be able to see here and I've got it on a still.  Right here is where the IED has been implanted.  We can tell by the disturbed earth.  And we've got five individuals around this implantation that are actually digging.  We've watched them dig it.  We have engaged this with the hellfire missile.  

         Go ahead and play it.  

         And we'll take out this team and again this one we can engage there because there is no potential for collateral damage.  It's out in the middle of an open field on a road and we've taken those guys out.  So that's the last one that they will be implanting.

         Okay, we'll move away from the IEDs, which are again mostly focused on the coalition forces.  The next video that I'd like to call up is one of a terrorists training facility. Now this one we identified again as a training facility and you're going to see three different explosions that take out his systematically.  We had the F16s take this out with 500 pound bombs.  This is one of those that we can pre plan a couple of days in advance.  Our intelligence is mature enough that we know that there is terrorists in there.  They're using this as a safe house.  They're training the al-Qaeda terrorists in here and so we will go in systematically on a mission and employ several weapons to take it out.  And again, you can see the damage that we caused.  You can see the holes in here and again, not a facility they're gonna be able to use anytime again in the near future.  And so, this one was just a week and a half ago that we took this out.  And this was in Baghdad.

         Okay, next video I'd like to call up.  I'd like to turn this now and we'll go ahead and let this one play.  This is about a minute and a half video because it tells a story the whole way along.  Admiral Fox has covered for you not only in remarks today but in the last couple of days how we go in and detect weapons caches and we will go in and capture and remove the weapons.  Well in some cases those are based on tips from local nationals.  In some cases, those are based on us detecting or our tactics and procedures.  Where you saw this bongo truck leaving in Nasariyah we watched them load weapons onto the back of this bongo truck.  We watched it drive out to the west of Nasariyah, drive into that farm area that you saw, and now what you're watching is the crew downloading sacks of explosives and you're seeing some mortar rounds in there as well or mortar tubes.  They download this entire bongo truck.  You'll watch the bongo truck leave and then they'll move all of this equipment up into one of two buildings.  Now our process in watching this entire type of a scenario is okay, first off we're identifying it as hostile.  We've watched them go along so we maintain positive identification.  Now we're gonna watch them move it into the long rectangular building here and then we would go through an analysis of is this something we want to try to go take on the ground.  Well again, watching this we watched all of the enemy go into the building next door.  So the weapons cache is here. The enemy is over here.  Probably not something we want to go in on the ground for.  So we take a hellfire that's in the area and we bring the hellfire missile in and we destroy that weapons cache in the building that it's in.  Again, the process would be no buildings around there where secondary explosions could put at risk innocent civilians.  So we've maintained the positive identification and taken out a weapons cache.  You can see the size of the explosion there as well.  There is more than 100 pound warhead would cause in that explosion from the results of what's on that video.

         Okay the last two videos I would like to go through with is um the arms over watch that we maintain is there for covering and integrating in with ground forces and to insure their protection.  And so we will have something called the troops in contact anytime any of our forces come under fire and the aircraft are there and available and respond immediately to provide what they can.  

         The first one of these, if you'll go ahead and call this up.  The first one of these eventualist.  If you'll pause it for just a second.  Um this one started and let me get.  This was southeast of Baghdad.  It was four nights ago.  Our forces came under fire from a mosque.  There were about six or seven enemy that were firing on our forces from a mosque territory.  So our guys were pinned down with very limited options because of our policy of not attacking mosques.  The enemy came out of the mosque area and started disbursing through this town, through this village and our forces were in pursuit.  They called in the air support necessary.  They called in an F16.  Now we're limited because we didn't have control or knowledge of the potential collateral damage in this area.  So in this case, they called for strafe, a 20-mm cannon, the bullets out of the airplane.  So the F16 comes in an strafe.  

         Now if you go ahead and play it.  The F16 does not kill any of the enemy forces.  You'll see a couple of them over here, most of them along the side.  There's the rounds of the strafe and he doesn't kill anybody but you'll see the guys running now and they're coming out the top up here.  Now what's important about this, here's the enemy and they're coming out is that we could have potentially gone in and used a larger weapon, a 500 pound bomb.  But not appropriate for the circumstance.  The knowledge of not knowing what we could hold at risk in that made that not appropriate but the fact that we were synchronized with the ground forces, that we were talking to one another and the air power was there, which was evident from the fact that these guys are running.  They were running out of town and based on the barricades that we had in town, there was like one exit that these guys could exit the town.  They ended up exiting that running right into our coalition forces and they took care of those guys on the way.  So good news story for the integration between air and ground.

         Okay play that through and go for the next one.  The last video I'd like to show you, this is one is you've heard about a lot of sniper fire.  This is in Baghdad and you can see these guys clearly shooting at ground forces from the top of a building.  We have the air weapons team available that's called in and you'll see a hellfire missile take these guys out that are shooting at coalition troops in Baghdad.  

         So those are the videos I have available for you today and again all of those will be available for you on the web-site after this if anybody wants to run those.

          But what I'd like to underscore for you again is the integration that we have in airpower with the ground forces, the disciplined nature of how we go about determining the options available to the ground commander when he is handling a situation.  He can go anywhere from using his ground forces to artillery launched rockets to helicopters going up to potentially an armed UAV, unmanned aerial vehicle, and then calling in airpower with the larger bomb as you've seen in some of these cases.  In all cases, we consider what the potential collateral damage is before we engage with the appropriate level of munition.  And with that I'll be happy to take your questions and we'll turn it back over with Admiral Fox.

         ADM. FOX:  Thank you.  

         Q     My question to Maj. Gen. David.  Do you think that the air strike is the first terror before terrorists?  Can you cordon off the area and evacuate the citizens before making any air strike?  And if the terrorists was not surrounded, so the air force can or someone or call to attack this terrorists?

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Um, the ground commander will be in charge of everyone of these engagements.  And so he will take the appropriate level of action.  Our rules of engagement call for if we are taking direct fire from a location then it's a self-defense action and we'll engage that.  Again with consideration but it's a more immediate reaction necessary.  

         In the event of like the VBIED factory or something that we traced back to an area, we will make an attempt to try to clear the area.  But again, recognize these are hostile forces that are planting bombs and explosive devices aimed at killing coalition forces. So the ground commander will determine the necessary force that he is required with full consideration of minimizing the exposure for any civilians in the area.  So there will be cases I guess to answer your question where we can evacuate and there have been cases where we have evacuated villages to insure that nobody is held at risk, especially when it's an unattended vehicle IED that we've identified.  We can clear the area.  But if there are enemy forces around it's going to be very delicate before we expose our forces to counter fire while we're taking that mission to its conclusion.

         Q    Hi, I'm Debra Haines of the London Times.  I have a couple of questions actually.  The first one, about the bombing in Nasariyah.  I've just come back from Basra and the British were saying that the coalition hadn't really been called on for the three provinces that they handed over to the Iraqi security forces.  So I was wondering why we're still carrying out air attacks in Nasariyah.  

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Everyone of the division commanders has the opportunity to call in air if it's necessary based on the engagement.  Um, for Basra, if it's an indirect fire team, some of the mortars, we may not be positioned to be able to bring airpower to have an impact on those teams before they disburse and run away after they've launched attacks on Basra.  But in the case of Nasariyah, the one that I showed there was a weapons cache.  I mean we watched them.  We happened to be overhead and watched them load.  We knew that these guys were enemies based on the nature of where they were, what they were loading and the fact that they were hiding these weapons in the buildings that they were in.  There is no question that we were gonna engage where we have the capability of doing that once we've identified that this is an enemy and is a legitimate target.

         Q    Do you have to get permission from like the Iraqi government because of provincial control?

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  With provincial control.  We're working together with our Iraqi counterparts at all times.  It would be, there is not a yes or no answer.  It depends obviously on the ground commander of the region, the division commander that has the responsibility, down to the battalion level commander.  What probably won't happen is one police chief in one city that says I want an airplane to go bomb this.  No the procedures don't provide for that.  But through our association with the Iraqi security forces where provincial control has been turned over to the Iraqis we have transition teams, U.S. forces that are embedded with them and we can bring to bear the appropriate level of force when necessary.

         Q     I've got a second question.  This is for Rear Admiral Fox.  Again it's about Basra.  I was just wondering what do you think of the British decision to continue with their plan to go through with provincial Iraqi control or federal Iraqi control if they take the Kabalah example even though there is mortars and rockets landing everyday, scores of them on the palace and also on the airport base, and the fact that there is a political crisis in Basra with the governor Wali refusing to leave office even after Prime Minister Maliki told him to?  What do you think of the fact that the British are still sticking to their timetable of withdrawal despite all these problems?

        ADM. FOX:  I think the way that this is going to be handled it will be I think as a conditions based approach to it.  So I don't think that if the conditions are such that it would be inappropriate, I think that there will be reconsideration.  On the other hand, there are a lot of factors as you rightly point out in Basra and it's one of those cases where they're working with the larger government of Iraq and then also the provincial governor as well.  And you know, as you rightly point out, there are a lot of factors that are at play right now.  But uh I think the way I would characterize the provincial Iraqi control process is it will be driven by conditions. And I don't think that we should move away from that.  It will be condition based.

         Q     My question about the accuracy of these footage which are taken from the air.  Days ago the chair of Husaynia council said that the airplanes attract children and he said that maybe the pilot saw insurgents not children.  My question is that about the decision taking during the air strike.  Will this decision be taken accurately and quickly or what?

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Um, I think you're specifically referring to about a week and a half ago at Husaynia.  The attack that was occurred there.  And certainly we do not dispute that there potentially were civilians that were inside that building.  But the nature of the engagement was such that our forces were under fire, that the enemy forces had moved from one building to another and continued to engage our forces on the ground.  The effects that were called for by the ground commander, we brought in from air and we hit the target that they had asked us to hit on the ground.  Now, again there was a potential a great potential in some of the high density cities that there are civilians that are at risk.  The coalition forces are not the ones placing these people at risk.  It is the enemy forces that are firing upon us.  We take every consideration and do due diligence but the other side of that argument would be that we allowed them to fire on us and because there's a potential for a civilian on there we don't return fire.  And that's not acceptable in the war that we're in right now.  So, it is regrettable anytime civilian casualties result.  We do everything very disciplined through rules of engagement to minimize any exposure but we are not going against buildings knowing that there are women and children inside those buildings without having a legitimate target that are there.  We don't have knowledge of what's inside other than we have enemy forces that are holding our troops at risk at the time.  Anything to add Mark?

         ADM. FOX:  I think I would just add it is an illustration of the nature of the enemy that we're fighting.  In that they take refuge and hide amongst innocent people and engage the Iraqi security force or the coalition from a position of being in or around innocent civilians.  And so that's I think a very clear indication of the nature of the enemy that we're fighting. That they hide behind innocence.  

         Q     How many of the war planes of the Iraqi forces possess and what are the types of these war planes?

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Well we have an Iraqi air force, a command for the transition of the Iraqi air force team that would be able to give you specifics.  And Admiral Fox and I discussed before I think that General Allerdyce from the Minstiki organization will be prepared to come to discuss very specifics with you.  But to answer your question in general terms, the Iraqis have airlift aircraft right now, C-130s that they are employing and flying frequently in support of not only Iraqi needs, Iraqi security forces needs but even coalition force needs.  I think there was a story last week about providing water to coalition forces.  The Iraqis have a lot of surveillance and reconnisance aircraft that they are currently in possession of.  They are also doing some of their own pilot training right now.  So there's very healthy growth laid out for the Iraqi air force.  We're proud of the progress that they're making.  Ultimately they will have a strike capability from the air to have some ability to react to counterinsurgency operations.  But as far as combat aircraft, if that's what you're referring to, we're not quite to the point where the Iraqi air force is capable of doing the type of things that I showed you on the videos.

         Q     Hi.  Hanna Alem from Mcclotchy Newspapers.  I was wondering in Husaynia and in these cases just in general what sort of after-action, how is the after-action reporting done. I remember in the case of Husaynia for example, the first release to come out of CPIC said very matter of factly that six insurgents were killed.  In fact, it was up to 18 people including women and many children under the age of 14.  How are those gathered?  For example, in the car bomb factory that was shown in the videos, what happens after such an attack to go and make sure you've got what you were intending to get?  Thanks.

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  You wanna handle that one?

         ADM. FOX:  I can start and I'll let you finish here.

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  Okay.

         ADM. FOX:  A lot of it depends on the nature of the engagement itself depending on obviously if there are troops in contact it's a more difficult thing.  In fact you saw the one example of where there were no friendly forces or t was kind of a tactical engagement.  In a case where there is a much more deliberate planning process, there is also a deliberate bomb damage assessment and follow-on appreciation for exactly if the effects that were desired were attained.  And so it's really, I think I would describe it as a situational, it's situationally dependent based on the tactical environment and also the effects that you were striving to attain. So I think it's a case by case kind of thing.

        Q     Conducted by US forces not Iraqi police doing the damage assessment at the scene?  Who goes to the scene and says okay this is the number of dead and here's who they are and here's their ages and yes there were car bombs there or no there weren't?  I'm just trying to make sense of this.

         ADM. FOX:  Right, you know I'm gonna have to get back to you in terms of the exact forensic post-attack kind of analysis because I know it takes place but I can't give you the from personal or professional experience to tell you exactly how that process.  We are partnered with the Iraqi security force in just about everything that we're doing though.  So I would assert that we will insure that we're engaged in including the local Iraqi police or the Iraqi units that are in that area as well.  And again, it just kind of depends on the local circumstance.  But we'll do some investigation and get back to you on that.

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  I would just, to agree with him.  Just to give you some specifics of even the videos that we showed.  When you take out a weapons cache like we took out the one by Nasariyah if we can evacuate or render ineffective the enemy forces that are gathered around there, then we can send a ground team in later and found out how much was there, what was the damage, and we would potentially do that.  In Husaynia example, there is a lot of hostile folks there and we're not really welcome in that area of town right now.  So, to be able to go in, there's a lot of available information, you know, when you get reported from maybe a single report from a local national that says that there's you know so many injured in the hospital.  That is one source.  Can we deny that.  Not really but we can't corroborate that all of those came from that one attack either.  Did it come from Iraqi police, you know, it's up to you all I guess to judge the credibility of those accounts.  And we are certainly concerned with that.  What we will report to you is those things that we can confirm.  So that if we have soldiers on the ground who have watched an enemy drop at the other end of his gunsight, he'll report that as an enemy killed in action.  But you know to be ale to go in and do the forensics afterwards like Admiral Fox points out is a little more complicated depending on the circumstance.

         Q     Peter Graft from Rutters:  It appears the Iraqi political process has reached a bump in the road.  Ministers aren't making much progress in negotiating it into the boycott.  It looks like parliament is about go on recess this week.  Do you still have full confidence in the Iraqi political process and how do your ordinary soldiers feel about fighting and dying through the summer when the Iraqi parliament they're here to defend is going on vacation?

         ADM. FOX:  The way I think it would characterize that and respond is we're focused on the mission that we're given and the mission that we're given right now is ultimately to increase the level of security so that the Iraqi people and the Iraqi security forces are able to sustain that.  You rightly point out the important nature of the political process but that's something that is going to be, something that's gonna have to play out in its own way.  What we're doing here now is the coalition and the multinational force is creating the opportunity, the time and the space for that process to play out.  And I would reserve and avoid quite frankly making any characterizations about, you know, how that process plays out right now because I don't think that would be appropriate.

         Q     Alexandra from Los Angeles Times: I actually have two questions.  One followup to that one.  What happens if the Iraqi politicians simply can't agree?  I mean it's the basic premise of this strategy is as you said is to create space for them to eventually workout their differences.  So what happens if that's not possible?

         ADM. FOX:  Well that's the hypothetical that we'll have to cross that bridge when we get there.  

         Q     Would that require a revision of strategy?

         ADM. FOX:  Well I think every plan that we create always you have to look at the situation on the ground and you look at the facts as they are and uh and then you both plan and execute accordingly.  So, that's one of those hypotheticals that in the future if and when we deal with that then we'll adapt accordingly.

         Q     This one is for you if I may.  We've been told that sort of as forces are surging on the ground there is also an air surge that's going on simultaneously.  I was wondering if you could just detail for us a bit more what's been happening, how airpower has been increasing, what's the situation now relative to before the surge?

         MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  I won't go into the specific details of the numbers of necessarily the number of fighter sorties that we're flying or things like that, but yes we have surged.  In fact, the request came in from the corps.  We worked very closely when they were planning their surge as to what the requirement would be for the CAS over watch that we provide for them right now, the close air support. And we are surging our forces as well at the same time to maintain the required presence so that there are ground forces need for us overhead to, again to integrate and synchronize with the requirement.  That surge force goes to include the ISR forces, the intelligence surveillance reconnisance forces.  So we're surging those forces again for the maximum covers that we can produce with the assets that we have in theater and of course every time we've got more airplanes airborne, you need more refueling.  So, that will surge those forces to have more fuel available as well.

         Q     I don't know if the rest of the children.  Can you hold the fire from the houses especially after 8:00 pm because the sound of the warplanes annoy the children and the elderly?

          MAJ. GEN. EDGINGTON:  If I understand the question, you're wondering about the sound of warplanes at night.  This is the time that the enemy is moving and again, we have 24 hour presence.  Understandably there are some sacrifices from the local nationals that we are expected to protect during a time of war as this.  But there is, it's regrettable but unfortunately that's probably the optimum time for our aircraft for their own self-protection because of with no lights we operate a lot freer at night and that's also the time that the enemy is moving.  And we have a great opportunity to engage them and hopefully bring security to Iraq quicker because of the timeframe that we're operating in.  

         Q     Sorry to keep talking about Basra.  Do you think that the British military down in Basra should actually be doing more of a surge rather than a withdrawal at the moment because of the level of the IDF if that their getting, so maybe they should take a leaf out of president Bush's book?

         ADM. FOX:  I think that I would defer to the ground commander in Basra as to the decision of the tactics and the procedures that they're using down there.  There is a very, the British forces are extremely professionally competent and I would defer to his judgment on how to employ his forces.

Q     And finally, is the American military looking down at Basra as sort of example of maybe how you might in the future obviously everyone's going out to pull out in de-provincial transition in a way that you would be doing, say learning lessons from Basra and sort of using it like a guinea pig or something?

         ADM FOX:  Actually, you know, we're focused on our day job right now in terms of the mission that we're executing and that's really where our focus appropriately lies.  

         ADM FOX:  Any other questions?.  This side of the room is really routy today.

         Q     There was an audit has just come out on the PRT's that raised a number of concerns with how they're going.  I was just wondering from the military side what kind of progress you feel that there has been and if there is any thought to any kind of restructuring of the PRT's to deal with some of these issues going forward?

         ADM FOX:  Actually, as you know, the PRT iniative is a high priority and I'm gonna defer that question until Wednesday because on Wednesday, General Burgner will be appearing also with Mr. Reiger from the State Department and the PRT issue is going to be one of the key areas that they're going to just focus on.  So if you'll let me defer that for a couple of days, you can ask the real experts on Wednesday.

         Okay, going once.  Well again to wrap this thing up I don't think you can find a better example of people coming together than when you watch a sports team play a really, really effective game.  And that was such an incredible game watching yesterday.  It gave me a lot of pleasure just to watch a good soccer game and there were 160,000 transplanted fans that were all cheering yesterday.  So my congratulations again to the Iraqi soccer team.  We're tickled to death and we congratulate the. Thanks very much for your time.

END.
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